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tax cut for people who don’t need it. It’s a
bad deal. We ought not to do it. It will break
up America’s common ground. And you can
help to stop it.

If the Congress and the majority really
wants to balance the budget and reform the
Medicare Trust Fund, let me ask them to
join with me in a real commitment to health
care reform that can be achievable, even by
their standards. Senator Kennedy has already
introduced a bill with Senator Kassebaum
that goes part of the way. Let us require in-
surance plans to cover those with preexisting
conditions. Let us make a commitment to
preventive and long-term care. Let us en-
courage home care as an alternative to nurs-
ing homes and give folks a little help to have
their parents there. Let us let workers take
their insurance coverage with them when
they change jobs, and crack down on fraud
and abuse, and give people the option to
choose a managed care option if they want
it; don’t force people to take something they
don’t want.

If we really want to work together, there
ought to be four basic principles that every-
body, without regard to party, signs off on.
We have to make sure that good, affordable
health care is available to all older Americans.
That’s what we do now; let’s don’t stop it.
We must not cut Medicare to pay for a bigger
tax cut than can be justified, that goes to peo-
ple who don’t really need it, a lot of whom
don’t even want it. We ought not to do that.
We must be committed to reducing medical
cost inflation and stabilizing the Medicare
Trust Fund through genuine reforms, not by
destroying Medicare and hurting the people
who are on it. We must not balance the budg-
et by cutting Medicare to older Americans.
We do not have to do any of these things.

This is a time of great and exciting change,
I know that. But you know, the conservatives
are supposed to be in charge around here,
and conservatism means, if nothing else, if
it ain’t broke don’t fix it. And do no harm.
That’s the first principle.

My fellow Americans, this is a big fight,
but it’s not just for the seniors in this audi-
ence and in this country. It’s for all their chil-
dren. Most senior citizens have children that
are working harder for the same or lower pay
they were making 5 or 10 years ago. They

have their own insecurities and their own
problems. They need their jobs and their in-
comes and their children’s education and
their own health care stabilized. We don’t
need to do something that makes their lives
worse, either. And it’s for all their children,
the people on Medicare’s grandchildren.
They deserve a chance to have a good edu-
cation, to be sent to college. Their parents
should not wake up in the middle of the night
torn between their own parent’s health care
and their children’s education.

This is not just a senior citizens issue. We
need to increase opportunity and security for
all Americans. And the worst thing we could
do is to tear down Medicare. That would in-
crease insecurity, not just for the elderly but
for all Americans. It would cloud the future
of this country.

We have come a very long way by pulling
together. Do not let this budget debate tear
this country apart. Do not turn back on Med-
icare. Stand up and say, if you want to do
something to balance the budget and sta-
bilize the Medicare Trust Fund in a way that
helps the elderly people of this country, we
will stand with you. But if you want the Gov-
ernment to mess with my Medicare, the an-
swer is, no.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. in the
Caucus Room of the Cannon House Office Build-
ing. In his remarks, he referred to Eugene Glover,
national president, and Genevieve Johnson, DC
chapter president, National Council of Senior
Citizens; and Arthur Flemming, chair, Save Our
Security.

Remarks to the Americans with
Disabilities Act Roundtable
July 26, 1995

Thank you very much. Secretary Rubin,
Attorney General Reno, to the distinguished
members of this panel, Senator Harkin and
Congressman Hoyer, Chairman Coelho, Dr.
Hitt, Gil Casellas, Marca Bristo, the mem-
bers of the administration who are here—
I see Reed Hundt and Patsy Fleming out
there—I thank all of you for being here to
celebrate this fifth anniversary of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.
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Five years ago, when the ADA became
law, we became the first nation in the world
to commit ourselves to equal rights and equal
opportunities for all citizens with disabilities.
Because of the ADA, our country is stronger
today. Our fellow citizens are being judged
by their ability to contribute, not by their dis-
abilities. Now all of you and millions of others
all across this country have an opportunity
they never had before to make the most of
their own lives.

That opportunity is critical to what we
have to do as a nation to meet the great chal-
lenges we face and to move forward into the
next century. In many ways, the ADA is the
perfect example of what I mean when I talk
about our job is to create more opportunity
and demand more responsibility from all of
our citizens.

The ADA has meant more opportunity for
49 million Americans with disabilities to do
their part to make us a stronger and better
country. It has meant that more people can
go to work and participate in community life
and do things that most Americans take for
granted, like helping to take care of their
families or getting a good education or reg-
istering and voting. It’s also a perfect example
of what I have meant in recent weeks when
I have urged the American people to come
together to find common ground in order to
move forward together as a nation.

That was true across party lines. Members
of both parties, including three who are here
today, Senator Harkin, Representative
Hoyer, and former Congressman Tony Coel-
ho, fought for the ADA in the Congress. And
President Bush signed it into law. The ADA
became law because Americans, like so many
of you, worked together in the best interest
of everyone, putting party behind country.
There was a realization that the best way to
keep our country moving forward was to
allow every American, regardless of whether
he or she used a wheelchair, was blind, had
a mental disability, or was HIV-positive, to
live up to his or her God-given potential.

And today, even as we celebrate the rights
gained under the ADA, the budget cuts pro-
posed by the congressional majority would
sharply reduce the services and the supports
that enable people to effectively exercise the
rights granted by the ADA. Under the pro-

posed cuts, States would be forced to drop
1.4 million people with disabilities from
Medicaid rolls, and 4 million disabled Ameri-
cans on Medicare would have to pay more
every year for the same health care. They
also have proposed eliminating funds for
training special education teachers.

Now, we have to join together to maintain
our commitment and our common ground.
I will vigorously implement and enforce the
ADA through the Cabinet and the adminis-
tration. We will not allow Americans with dis-
abilities to be kept from realizing their
dreams by closed doors or narrowed minds.

We should also celebrate, all of us, this
fifth anniversary of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act in the best way possible: By all,
each of us, rededicating ourselves to creating
a society of equal access and equal rights for
all. That is the best kind of affirmative action
for all the American people.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:22 a.m. in the
Cash Room at the Treasury Department. In his
remarks, he referred to Tony Coelho, Chair, Presi-
dent’s Committee on Employment of People With
Disabilities; R. Scott Hitt, Chair, Presidential Ad-
visory Council on HIV/AIDS; Gilbert F. Casellas,
Chairman, Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission; Marca Bristo, Chair, National Council on
Disability; Reed F. Hundt, Chair, Federal Com-
munications Commission; and Patricia S. Fleming,
Director of National AIDS Policy.

Remarks to the White House
Community Empowerment
Conference
July 26, 1995

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President;
to all the mayors and other distinguished visi-
tors who are here; to the Members of Con-
gress and all those who have worked on the
empowerment zone program here in our ad-
ministration. And I’d like to say a special
word of thanks to the Vice President and all
of his staff, and to Secretary Cisneros and
Andrew Cuomo. They have literally worked
themselves to exhaustion to make sure that
this program is a success.

We told you when we started this that this
would not be some one-shot deal and there
would be no followup. And I think it’s fair
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